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So, Mr. Speaker, I will speak the 

names of those two children again: 
Felipe Gomez Alonzo and Jakelin Caal 
Maquin. We must have the courage to 
recognize their humanity. 

f 

THANKING THE PENNSYLVANIA 
NATIONAL GUARD FOR ITS WORK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, this week I had the honor 
of meeting with the Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard Association, which is 
solely dedicated to more than 19,000 
Guard members and more than 67,000 
Guard veterans and their families. 

The National Guard is an essential 
element of the United States military. 
Founded in 1636 as a citizen force orga-
nized to protect families and towns 
from hostile attacks, today’s National 
Guard soldiers hold civilian jobs or at-
tend college while maintaining their 
military training, always ready to de-
fend the American way of life in the 
event of an emergency. 

The mission of the Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard Association is to ensure 
the Pennsylvania National Guard is 
fully funded, manned, equipped, and 
trained to perform their Federal and 
State missions. That also includes en-
suring that members and veterans have 
the benefits that they have earned. 

Mr. Speaker, the Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard mostly hails from the 
Commonwealth, and they are prepared 
to serve the Nation at a moment’s no-
tice. In fact, Pennsylvania Guard per-
sonnel provided extraordinary support 
to areas affected by the disastrous 2018 
hurricane season. They offered aviation 
support, restored lines of communica-
tion, and lent a helping hand to their 
fellow Americans in their time of need. 

More than 1,000 Guard members as-
sisted in domestic operations, includ-
ing snowstorms and floods. In 2018, 
Guard members were deployed 
throughout the world in support of mo-
bile operations. They also participated 
in training events at home and abroad 
to enhance readiness. 

As part of its Federal mission, ap-
proximately 1,000 Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard personnel deployed 
throughout the world in 2018 in support 
of mobile operations, including Oper-
ation Spartan Shield, Operation Free-
dom Sentinel, and missions in support 
of U.S. Air Force’s Central Command, 
Air Force Special Operations Com-
mand, and NATO. 

Mr. Speaker, I had the opportunity 
to visit members of the Guard’s 28th 
Infantry Division over the Thanks-
giving holiday. I led a codel last No-
vember to Kuwait, where we met with 
members of the 28th Infantry Division 
who were deployed in support of Oper-
ation Spartan Shield. 

The servicemembers that we visited, 
while serving honorably overseas, were 
also serving in one of the Army’s most 

historic units. The 28th Infantry Divi-
sion is the oldest continuous serving 
division in the United States Army. In 
1918, it earned its nickname ‘‘Iron Divi-
sion,’’ fighting during World War I, and 
100 years later, the same division con-
tinues to defend freedom and liberty 
around the world. 

Since the attacks of 9/11, more than 
35,000 Pennsylvania National Guard 
members have deployed overseas. In 
fact, Pennsylvania’s Fort Indiantown 
Gap is the busiest Army National 
Guard training center in the Nation. 

The Pennsylvania National Guard is 
also home to the 56th Brigade Combat 
Team, which is one of the Army’s nine 
Stryker Brigade Combat Teams. This 
is a team that my son Logan belonged 
to when he was in the National Guard 
before he went to Active Duty. It was 
the only National Guard Stryker bri-
gade in the United States Army. 

Mr. Speaker, the Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard continues to serve the 
Commonwealth and the Nation with 
pride and distinction. I look forward to 
its continued success. I thank all of our 
citizen soldiers, past and present, for 
their service. 

f 

E-COMMERCE IS AN AMERICAN 
SUCCESS STORY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Hampshire (Mr. PAPPAS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, recently I 
spent the day in the Mount Washington 
Valley, with local businesses, hearing 
from small business owners about the 
challenges that they face. 

I met with the owners of White 
Mountain Puzzles, a second-generation 
family business that produces 1.6 mil-
lion made-in-the-U.S. puzzles a year 
and sells them all over the world. 

Later in the day, I stopped by Lupine 
Pet, another terrific locally owned 
business that sells durable pet collars 
and harnesses. 

Mr. Speaker, in keeping with our 
proud Live Free or Die tradition in the 
Granite State, we pay no sales taxes on 
goods and services. 

White Mountain Puzzles and Lupine 
Pet are just two of the many small 
businesses that have thrived under the 
rules of the road of our State’s econ-
omy. Unfortunately, a recent Supreme 
Court decision is casting a dark shadow 
over these entrepreneurs. It is threat-
ening those who have brick-and-mortar 
operations in our State and make a liv-
ing from online sales to customers 
across the street and around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, in June of 2018, the Su-
preme Court upended decades of prece-
dent. In its decision in the Wayfair 
case, the Court ruled that a jurisdic-
tion may legally impose sales taxes on 
customers of sellers that don’t have a 
physical presence within that jurisdic-
tion’s borders. 

Unfortunately, States across the 
country are now rushing to capitalize 
on this new taxing power, to the det-

riment of businesses in New Hampshire 
that don’t impose sales taxes on con-
sumers and aren’t prepared to collect 
them. 

Ultimately, the Wayfair decision 
could force untold numbers of small re-
tailers in my State to stop doing busi-
ness altogether over the internet. That 
is a possibility that should alarm every 
American. 

We should be empowering entre-
preneurs and innovators, the true driv-
ing force of the American economy, not 
stifling them with burdensome tax col-
lection requirements. 

Here is the bottom line, Mr. Speaker: 
Businesses in my district should not be 
punished simply for using the internet 
to reach their customer base. 

Clearly, the time has come for Con-
gress to act, and there are common-
sense steps that Members of both par-
ties should embrace, regardless of the 
tax laws in the States that we rep-
resent. 

First and foremost, we should pre-
vent sales taxes from being imposed 
retroactively, and we should give busi-
nesses enough time to understand this 
Court decision. As a business owner 
myself, I can tell you how unreason-
able it is to expect companies to some-
how meet this new tax collection obli-
gation at the drop of a hat, a financial 
burden that they couldn’t possibly 
have anticipated. 

Second, given the high cost and com-
plexity of complying with different 
sales tax laws in nearly 11,000 jurisdic-
tions, we should create an exception to 
collection requirements for these small 
businesses. 

The great folks at White Mountain 
Puzzles have a special talent for cre-
ating incredible jigsaw puzzles, not for 
navigating complex unique sales tax 
rules from every State and munici-
pality in America. 

Dave and Scott at Lupine Pet don’t 
have a legal department or a big team 
of accountants to assist them in col-
lecting and remitting the right 
amounts. And they say the cost of 
compliance, including the software so-
lution for their small business, adds up 
to at least $25,000 a year. 

Let’s give them and millions of other 
small business owners a well-deserved 
break. Let’s give them the protections 
that they deserve. 
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Mr. Speaker, e-commerce is an Amer-
ican success story. Online sales have 
created millions of jobs and connect 
Americans from coast to coast. 

Internet retailers give rural America 
the opportunity to participate more 
fully in our country’s economic suc-
cess. 

Let’s give these online sellers, in-
cluding hundreds of small businesses in 
the Granite State, the support and cer-
tainty they deserve to continue to 
grow and prosper. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:23 Feb 15, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K14FE7.002 H14FEPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-08-27T10:25:12-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




